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A victory celebration for Pat Pflum
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Pat Pflum and p819nts.

by Linda Smi h
Graduation at Wright State this year was
a victory celebration for Pat Pflum. She
accomplished what a team of physicians
said she could never do-attend a college
away from her home in Fairfield, Ohio, and
graduate. After going through a battery of
physical and psychological tests in
Cincinnati more than five years ago,
physicians told Pat it would be impossible
for her to operate a motorized wheelchair
and go out of town to college. What they
failed to realize was Pat's determination to
reach her goal and get a bachelor's degree
in rehabilitation education at Wright State.
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Pat is a victim of cerebral palsy, a disability
resulting from damage to the brain during
birth. The disability consists of muscular
incoordination and impaired speech.
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The educational process has been a
continuous and challenging one for Pat. " I
had home teachers and great support and
encouragement from family, friends, and
teachers during my early school years,"
explains Pat. "I did not attend regular ·

classes until I started high school. I
graduated from Fairfield Senior High
School in Ohio in June 1969 with honors,
and was the first person in a wheelchair to
ever graduate from Fairfield Senior High
School. I was proud of that
accomplishment. I went on to attend the
Hamilton Branch of Miami University,
majoring in psychology. I was a commuter
student. Shortly after finishing the two-yP.ar
program at Miami I was contacted by my
former high school counselor at Fairfield.
She told me that a representative from
Wright State in Dayton was at the high
school. I expressed an interest in Wright
State because of all the advantages it
offers the handicapped , such as the tunnel
system, easy access to buildings, and the
Handicapped Student Services
department. The people in that department
help the handicapped student by providing
attendants, counseling , and a job
placement service.
"The representative visited me and my
parents at my home and explained

programs available at Wright State. I was
definitely interested and decided to come
to campus for a visit. Before doing that I
had a series of tests run at a hospital in
Cincinnati, but the physicians there said I
would not be able to make it on my own
away from home. They only gave me five
weeks at Wright State at the most. I
believe if I had been employed at that
hospital at that time I could have helped
someone like myself, by telling the
handicapped person that determination
has everything to do with how much you
are able to accomplish. The doctors can
evaluate your condition but they aren't able
to measure a person's determination. I
worked with a walker for a while, but when
I walked I developed terrible blisters. I
opted to learn how to operate a motorized
wheelchair and succeeded. After visiting
Wright State I knew that was where I
wanted to attend college," Pat said
enthusiastically.
continued on page 3
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MS laboratory named for D.R. Laughter.

Director's
column

A laboratory in the planned Multiple
Sclerosis Center of Ohio at Wright State
University will be named in honor of the
D.R. Laughter family, it was announced by
Ohio Governor James A. Rhodes at the
Bogie Busters Red Jacket Dinner at the
Dayton Convention Center.

Alumni intramural basketball, indoor
tennis, and swimming are just a few of the
activities offered to WSU alumni in the PE
Building. Starting fall quarter, however,
Sunday hours for free recreational
activities in the PE Building have been
curtailed. The possibility looms that Alumni
intramural basketball will be canceled for
the winter quarter. The reason is
simple-operating costs must be cut to
conform to a shrinking university budget.

The Bogie Busters 1s a three-day event
held annually, drawing celebrities and
business leaders from throughout the
country. The objective of the event is to
have these figures become involved in the
Multiple Sclerosis Society nationally and in
their own home areas. The proceeds from
the Bogie Busters go to the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society. Cy Laughter,
president of the Laughter Corporation, is
the organizer of the Bogie Busters.

Unfortunately we can exert little pressure
with the administration to change the
budget allocation because of lack of
support from most alumni during the last
annual fund campaign.
The handwriting is on the wall. Tuition and
state subsidies make recreational activities
available to on-campus students. Without
unrestricted donations from alumni, there
is little hope that the university will continue
to provide the alumni with recreational
facilities and other needed extras unless
they show an interest in supporting the
university.

"It is certainly appropriate to name the
laboratory in the proposed ambulatory
care facility in honor of the Laughter family,
since the family has for years supported
efforts to fight multiple sclerosis," the
Governor stated during the ceremonies.
"This multiple sclerosis facility at Wright
State will undoubtedly be one of the finest
of its kind in the nation. It will not only serve
Ohio, but neighboring states as well," the
Governor said.
"It is an honor to have the laboratory in the
new center named in honor of my father
and his family," stated Cy Laughter, who is
also a member of the Wright State Board
of Trustees. "I am particularly happy
because of my personal efforts for
supporting research to treat those with
multiple sclerosis and to discover a cure
for this disease which affects many lives."

The P.E. Building is only one area that will
suffer more with our lack of support. Other
areas such as student scholarships to
attract exceptional students, expansion of
the library collections, and grants for
faculty and student research may also be
affected. The necessary margin of
excellence can only be provided by your
participation in the fund drive.

Bogie Busters Red Jacket Dinner.

WOBC breaks ground for two buildings
Officials at Wright State University's
Western Ohio Branch Campus near Celina
and St. Marys broke ground for two new
buildings on the branch campus, totalling
$1.75 million in construction and
equipment costs. Of that total, $150,000 is
being provided by local business and
industry in the WOBC area.

All of us have financial burdens, but if each
WSU alum gave just $5, we would realize
more than $75,000. That amounts to less
than a penny and a half a day for one year!
If you feel your alma mater has helped you
get where you are today, a donation is just
a small way of showing your appreciation.
Your contribution will help to sustain the
margin of excellence in educational
opportunity available at Wright State.

The Wrightstater (USPS 437-730) is
published six times a year, July/August,
September/October, November/
December, January/February, March/
April, and May/June. Published by
Wright State University, Office of Alumni
Affairs, Pat Moran, director Editorial
coverage by University Publications,
Wright State University, 3640 Colonel
Glenn Highway, Dayton, Ohio 45435,
Linda Smith, editor. Second class postage
paid at Dayton, Ohio.

One of the structures will be an addition to
the existing building and will house existing
technical degree programs. This 9,367
square foot addition is expected to be
completed in early summer of 1980.
The other- new construction project will be
a separate building which will house
WOBC's automotive program and
manufacturing engineering laboratory.
Construction on this 12, 193 square foot
building is expected to be completed by
January of 1980.

POSTMASTERS: Send form 3579 to The
Wrightstater, University Publications, 3640
Colonel Glenn Highway, Dayton, Ohio
45435

The Wrightstateris mailed free of charge to
alumni, parents, faculty, and friends of
Wright State University. Free campus
distribution makes copies available to
students.
September/October 1979, Vol. XI, No. 5

© 1979 by The Wrightstater. All rights
reserved . No part of this publication may
be reproduced without written consent.

Groundbreaking at WOBC.

A victory celebration <continuedtrompage1>
Pat has very definite ideas about
education for the handicapped. "One of
the better ways of closing the gap of
understanding between the handicapped
and non-handicapped is by exposure to
one another in a classroom environment
from the primary grades through high
school and college. Non-handicapped
people can learn to adjust to our problems
and we can learn to adjust to theirs. The
handicapped already live in a segregated
society without being put into segregated
classrooms," stresses Pat.

State I fulfilled a dream. This fall I want to
continue my education and go to graduate
school at Wright State. My goal is to major
in personnel counseling. I want to counsel
the handicapped and make them realize
that anything is possible if they are
determined," explains Pat.

Pat is a realist and knows that the road
ahead is still a long and difficult one.
" Many handicapped people receive
college degrees and are interviewed for
jobs, but that, many times, is as far as it
goes. Employers are quick to say that it is
" A non-handicapped person many times will not the handicap that keeps them from
not take the time or effort to get to know a
hiring you . But it is. So many of my friends
handicapped person because it may be
have had this experience . There is
too much trouble for them. It is so
discrimination against us in the job market.
important that a non-handicapped person
Just because there are laws on paper
realize that each and every one of us who
doesn't mean that there is no
discrimination. We are concerned with the
is handicapped has a personality that can
be just as varied as anyone elses. We
reality, and the reality is that people are
refusing to give us the opportunity to work
want the same things from life as a
because of our disability-this is
non-handicapped person. We want to
unfortunate. We have worked long and
achieve independence and a sense of
personal worth, and get the most from life
hard to achieve independence and earn a
physically, mentally, and emotionally. We
degree. If the employers would just agree
want a good education and opportunities
to give us a chance to prove ourselves,
for friendship and social life. We need to be that is all we really want. But not to give us
productive and contributing citizens that
the opportunity to try is a disservice to
will have a chance for satisfying
them and to us. Society is robbing itself of
employment like everyone else. We have
a great resource. Handicapped people
have a great deal to contribute to society.
to cope with frustrations and depressions
just as a non-handicapped individual. Each The only things we are asking from society
of us is unique in our own special way. But is to be recognized as individuals and to
give us our right of human dignity," says
we do need help and understanding from
Pat.
the non-handicapped.
"At Wright State Lhad an academic aide
who helped me get dressed, study, bathe,
and assisted me at mealtime. The
attendant did not live with me in the dorm
but had her own room on a different floor.
This gave me more independence and
self-sufficiency.
"This spring when I graduated from Wright

Dates to remember
Fall Quarter/September 13-December 1
Sept. 10, Monday Mass Registration,
11 am-7 pm. Last day to drop classes with
100 percent refund of fees
Sept. 6, 7, 11, 12 No registrations or
drop/adds accepted on these days
Sept. 12, Wednesday Last day to
withdraw from school with 100 percent
refund of fees; complete a Change of
Program form in the Office of the Registrar
or, in emergency cases, call 873-2451. Be
sure to request withdrawal receipt.
Sept. 13, Thursday Classes begin,
8:10 am
Sept. 13-19 Late Registration. Fee of $25
assessed to all who register during this
period
Sept. 19, Wednesday Last day to register
or add classes
Sept. 26, Wednesday Last day to
withdraw or drop classes with 80 percent
refund of fees. No refunds for withdrawals
after this date
Oct. 1, Monday Last day to apply for
December graduation
Nov. 7, Wednesday Last day to withdraw
or drop a class without a grade
Nov.12, Monday Veterans Day
holiday/no classes
Nov. 13, Tuesday Fall Quarter General
Faculty Meeting
Nov. 21, Wednesday Last day of classes
Nov. 22-25 Thursday through Sunday
Thanksgiving holiday/no classes
Nov. 26-Dec. 1 Monday through
Saturday Final examinations

"My biggest goal is to become as
independent as possible and to get a job
and be able to help other handicapped
people live fulfilled lives, after I complete
graduate school at Wright State. My
parents won't be alive forever and the
greatest gift I can give to them and myself
is to be on my own as much as possible. I
just want the opportunity after I complete

Pat Pflum
school to prove I can do it. But society
must allow me to have that chance. My
parents have so often told me, 'Hold your
head up and look straight ahead, you are
just as good and as important as any other
person on this earth.' "
You as a Wright State graduate can help.
Find out if the company or organization
you work for could utilize the talents of a

handicapped graduate. If the answer is
yes, contact Handicapped Student
Services at Wright State for the names of
Wright State graduates around the country
who are handicapped and are in need of a
career opportunity. There will be no
progress unless each one of us takes the
initiative and responsibility to personally do
something about the situation.

Wright State Distance Race
A ten-mile race to benefit the Alumni
Association Scholarship Program will be
held September 30 on the Wright State
Campus.
The official starting time is 2 pm. Free
running shorts will be given to the first
three-hundred preregistered entrants.
The preregistration fee is $5 on or before
September 21, and $6 September 22
through September 30.
The competition is open to all runners and
competitive classes will be formed based
on sex and age groupings. Awards will be
given to the first three finishers over-all and
first place in each age group (including top
three over-all).
Volunteers are needed to assist the race.
For further information or to sign up as a
volunteer call 873-2620.

Appointment Announced
inWSU
School of
Professional Psychology
Dr. Martin Moss, an associate professor
and chairman of the Wright State
University Department of Psychology, has
been named director of the basic science
program in the School of Professional
Psychology.
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Dr. Moss will be responsible for
coordinating the basic science courses in
the school's curriculum. The courses will
be offered by faculty from a variety of
academic units in the university and are
being especially developed to meet the
needs of future psychology practitioners.
In his new capacity, Dr. Moss will help
develop criteria for selecting faculty for the
basic science program, and recommend
appropriate faculty review procedures. He
will consult with relevant departmental
chairs and deans in order to recommend
appropriate teaching resources, academic
support, and remuneration for each of the
basic science courses. As director, Dr.
Moss will serve on the executive
committee of the School of Professional
Psychology.

Document on disabled
available

"Sunrise" dance troupe
offers unique opportunity

The proceedings from the national
conference on "Change Strategies and
Disabled Persons: Postsecondary
Education and Beyond" that was held at
the Dayton Convention Center in October
1978 are available now from Wright State.
The conference explored a variety of
issues which affect the postsecondary
education of physically disabled persons.

A week-long workshop aimed at finding a
way to integrate the arts in working with the
handicapped brought "Sunrise," a unique
national dance company of mentally
retarded persons, to Wright State to
perform for the public.

The document of the proceedings co'ntains
presentations on each of the topics
covered at the conference, including talks
on attitudes toward disabled persons in the
postsecondary environment, business and
industry's response to employment
opportunities for handicapped persons,
and the problem of providing access and
services to disabled persons in
postsecondary education.
To order the proceedings document, send
$3.25 to cover postage and handling to:
Pat Marx, director of Handicapped Student
Services, Wright State University, Dayton,
Ohio 45435. Checks should be made
payable to Wright State University. The
proceedings of the 1977 conference on
services for the disabled students in
postsecondary education are also
available at $2.50 per copy.

Tapes available at
Humanities Resource
Center
The Humanities Resource Center, located
in Wright State's Kettering Center in
downtown Dayton, catalogs and
distributes materials produced by Ohio
Program in the Humanities grants.

Merit scholarships
awarded
Three National Merit Scholarships winners
will be attending Wright State beginning
fall quarter.
Michael 0. Demaree, Dayton, and Karen
S. Adams, Brookville, are winners of Merit
Scholarships. Demaree will receive $1000
and Adams will receive $250. Sanjay
Kumar, Fairborn, will receive a special
merit award of $500. Wright State will
match this award with an additional $500.
Winners of Merit Scholarships are
determined by the results of the National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

Riordan is one of a group of specialists
in different areas of the arts who
participated in the week-long workshop,
which brought students involved in arts for
the handicapped from around the state.
The workshop and performance were
sponsored by Wright State's Art Education
Department and the College of Continuing
and Community Education, in conjunction
with the National Committee, Arts for the
Handicapped.

Engineering students win

Tapes on the Cincinnati police department
are part of a 12-part series produced by
the University of Cincinnati on various
aspects of life in Cincinnati, including the
women's movement, higher education, and
government.
Marx

For more information on resources
available through the center, phone
224-8844 between 9:30 am and 3:30 pm
Monday, Wednesday, or Friday.

According to Anne Riordan, who formed
the group "Sunrise" and who is a dance
specialist from the University of Utah,
'These handicapped dancers feel good
about themselves and what they have to
offer. They seem to have an enthralling
charisma with audiences. Retarded
individuals are limited in verbal expression
of feeling, but when they are allowed to
develop a mode of expression that is
non-verbal, they seem to tap into pure,
undiluted emotion."

award

Tapes are available to those planning
public programs at a nominal fee, which
basically covers postage and handling.

"The Health Hazards of Not Going
Nuclear" is one of several tapes on
pressing energy issues available to
schools, organizations, and media people
through the center.

The "Sunrise" dance troupe is comprised
of twelve mentally retarded adults who
have performed in Utah, California, and
Washington DC. The group was formed in
an attempt to narrow the gap between the
handicapped person and the rest of
society.

Kenney named to
Mademoiselle board
This fall, Wright State University's Pat
Kenney will begin a stint as a member of
Mademoiselle magazine's Career
Marketing Board. Kenney, a career
counselor at the Wright State Career
Development Center, was chosen from
over 4,000 women nationwide to receive
the honor.
The Marketing Board will provide
magazine readers with career
development information, as well as
detailed reports on new products and
answers to subscriber questions. Kenney
was referred for the position by the Dayton
Business and Professional Women's Club,
of which she is vice-president.
As well as her position at Wright State,
Kenney has served as a part-time faculty
member at Capital University in the
"University without Walls" program, and as
an adjunct instructor with Wilmington
College where she taught within the
confines of Lebanon Correctional Institute.

Wright State Engineering students Paul
Hanner (left) and Larry Jenning make fine
adjustments on their award-winning
electronic project, "Ultrasonic Radar
Simulator." The device won first place in
the student competition of the Greene
county chapter of the Ohio Society of
Professional Engineers and honorable
mention from the Institute of Electrical and
Electronic Engineers. Not pictured is Gary
Bailey, who also worked on the simulator
and Dr. George Hankins of the engineering
department who served as faculty adviser.

Enrichment program
offered

TV actress offers students
advice

Students will have an opportunity to study
international marketing strategies in
Mexico this fall when the Wright State
University Marketing Department sponsors
an educational tour of Mexico City, D.F.

Kettering City Schools and Wright State
University's College of Continuing and
Community Education are cooperating this
fall to present a Saturday Morning
Enrichment Program for children from
kindergarten age through the eighth grade.

The eight-day tour will feature visits to at
least five corporate offices where students
will be given a chance to hear examples of
each firm's decision-making process.
Question and answer sessions with senior
executives will also be held.

Saturday Morning Enrichment offers a
program of intellectual exploration and fun
for children . It provides a setting for
learning experiences that will stretch the
imagination and enrich the special
interests and talents of the participants.
Children are encouraged to pick classes
according to their own special interests.
They assess their own growth, not in
competition with others but in relation to
their own knowledge and feelings of
competence. No grades are given.
Some of the topics which have been
explored in previous sessions include
Creative Dramatic Expression,
Architecture for Kids, conversational
Spanish, and So ... You Have To Make A
Speech. Introductory computer courses
are available, music appreciation can be
studied, and students can learn about
astronomy from a course which includes
field trips to a planetarium.
Further information can be obtained by
calling the WSU College of Continuing and
Community Education 873-2460.

Child abuse topic of
workshop

Nationally known speakers and local
professionals who work in the area of child
abuse gathered at Wright State
University's Eugene W. Kettering Center in
Dayton to participate in a three-day
workshop on child abuse.
The workshop was designed to provide an
intensive survey of intervention methods
used in the treatment and prevention of
child abuse, according to Dr. Jerald
Savells, director of the three-day workshop
and associate professor of sociology at
Wright State.
If the physical and emotional abuse of
children is to be prevented, Savells said,
"It is absolutely imperative that
professionals work together to identify
situations in which the potential for abuse
is high and to locate the underlying
problems. This is the intent of the
workshop."
Keynote speakers were Dr. Richard Gelles
of the University of Rhode Island and
Elizabeth Elmer, director of research and
training at the Parental Stress Center in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The center is a
unique cooperative venture of the
Pittsburgh area children's hospital, welfare
office, juvenile courts and guidance center,
aimed at attacking the child abuse problem
at the family level. Elmer appeared
recently in a public television special on
child abuse, which was hosted by Ed
Asner.

Students to tour Mexico

International students
awarded scholarships

Actress Ellen Holly took a short break from
her One Life to Live to offer advice and
suggestions to Wright State students who
plan to live their lives in the theatre. As the
longest running black actress on television
in the daytime serial One Life to Live, Ellen
Holly was invited to the Wright State
campus to judge sophomore auditions and
share thoughts on careers in the theatre.

Bolinga Center honors
students

The Wright State University Bolinga
Center sponsored its Fourth Annual
Recognition Banquet recently honoring
Wright State students for scholastic
achievements and services to the center.
Wright State President Robert J. Kegerreis
was at the banquet to present awards to
black students with the highest scholastic
ranks in each of the four classes, four
colleges and one school at the university.
Awards were presented to Diane Stevens,
School of Nursing; Augustus Morris,
College of Science and Engineering; Dawn
Frazier, Liberal Arts; Robert Cassels,
College of Education; Jacqueline Baldwin,
Rehabilitation Education; and Floranne
Dunford, College of Business and
Administration.

Two Wright State University international
students have been awarded $350 Fetsko
scholarships, based on academic
excellence and financial need. Julia
Yuh-Yih Chen, a native of Taiwan, is a
Wright State senior majoring in medical
technology.
Previously having attended the University
of Maryland, she began at Wright State in
the fall of 1978 and hopes to graduate in
1981. Chen will do laboratory work after
graduation , helping in the diagnosis of
diseases. She eventually will return to
Taiwan. Carlos Helena, a resident of
Brazil, is a.Wright State sophomore
majoring in business administration. He
hopes to attend graduate school before
returning to Brazil to work for an
international firm.

Former New York Congresswoman Bella
Abzug was at Wright State University
recently to participate in a national
conference on "Power, Politics and
Nursing." She delivered a keynote address
on "Women's Role in the Political Arena"
in the Concert Hall in the Wright State
Creative Arts Center.
The conference was designed to enable
nurses to become aware of ways to
identify, use, and analyze p~:>Wer and
conflict for the improvement of health care.
It was sponsored by the Wright State
School of Nursing and the Wright State
College of Continuing and Community
Education.

Kanorr recipient of $2,000
scholarship

Mrs. B.A. Kanorr and Dr. Paul Merriam,
associate dean of the College of Liberal
Arts congratulate Michael Kanorr, the
recipient of a $2000 Liberal Arts
Presidents' Club scholarship. Michael had
high academic credentials and was
required to write an essay on " What a
college education means to me." He
graduated from Trotwood-Madison.

Helena came to the United States for the
first time at the age of fifteen when he was
an exchange student in Dallas, Texas.
The Fetsko scholarship fund is a memorial
endowment created by the family of two
students who died in an auto accident.
Each year two such scholarships are
awarded to foreign students who are in
temporary financial difficulty and who
demonstrate academic excellence.

Wright State hosts
cerebral palsy games

Where have you gone
Matthew Zmijewski?

The 1979 Ohio Cerebral Palsy
Championship Games at Wright State
drew participants from all over Ohio,
Indiana, Kentucky, Pennsylvania and West
Virginia.

Are you receiving The Wrightstater at the
right address? Matthew Zmijewski isn't.
We know that he earned an M.S. in Biology
at Wright State in 1972. But we have no
idea where he is today. If you know how to
find Matthew please let us know. And if
you're planning a move of your own, don't
forget to keep us informed. All you need do
is fill out the coupon below and mail it to
the Office of Alumni Affairs.

The games for cerebral palsied and
multihandicapped persons included'events
in swimming, weightlifting, bowling and
track and field events.

Name

Wright State University was designated by
the National Association of Sports for
Cerebral Palsy as one of four sites in the
US for regional cerebral palsy games.

President Kegerrels and Augustus Morris

Bella Abzug delivers
keynote address

The games are part of a growing
international movement which recognizes
the importance of competitive sports in the
social and physical development of the
cerebral palsied ~nd multihandicapped
person. The fundamental concept is that
on the track and in the field, disabled
people are not handicapped when they
compete against each other.

Street
City/State/Zip

Senior planning analyst helps plan Ponderosa's future
by Linda Smith
What is a vegetarian like Barbara Slater
doing in a place like Ponderosa? She is a
senior planning analyst and recently
received a promotion in recognition of her
accomplishments in the planning area.
Although a vegetarian, Barbara explains,
"I eat at Ponderosa often because I love
their salad bar!"
Barbara has had to do more than be
enthralled with Ponderosa's salad bar to
get where she is in the corporate structure.
And it hasn't been easy. Barbara
graduated from Wright State in 1974 with a
B.A. in political science. While attending
Wright State for four years she worked at
Price Brothers as a secretary on a
part-time basis.
"After graduation I opted to change jobs
and work as a legal secretary for awhile. I
entertained the idea of going on to law
school, but decided against it after working
for a law office," she explains.
She decided she wanted to work for a
progressive firm that offered an exciting
future with opportunities for advancement.
The first step for Barbara was to go to an
employment agency and explain what she
wanted. "I was prepared to wait until I
found something I really wanted before
changing jobs. After six months of
searching through the employment
agency, I decided, on their
recommendation, to interview with
Ponderosa. They agreed to hire me as a
secretary in their marketing area with the
understanding that I could work my way up
in the company.
"As a secretary at Ponderosa I was typing
all kinds of statistical data. The longer I
worked with the data the more I learned
how the statistics were analyzed by the
marketing staff, and I began to interpret the
material as I became more familiar with it,"
she said enthusiastically.
Barbara began her career with Ponderosa
as a secretary in 1976, and received a
promotion to planning analyst in 1977.
Earlier this year she was promoted to
senior planning analyst. Barbara, through
her expertise in interpreting statistics,
helps Ponderosa plan for the future.

Her boss, Robert Finkbeiner,
vice-president for corporate planning at
Ponderosa, explains Barbara's current
position. "Barbara examines the data from
the nationwide restaurant ratings and
determines Ponderosa's share of the
market demographically. Her ability to
accurately analyze and interpret the
information, and then communicate the
findings, is Barbara's greatest attribute.
She is in a high visibility position,
constantly communicating with the
president and upper management here at
Ponderosa. Her reports are reviewed by
our key people and enable them to plan for
the future growth of the corporation. For
that reason her position is a most
important one."

Barbara says enthusiastically, "My
education at Wright State has been
invaluable. My college experience
prepared me to be a good communicator.
Communication is perhaps fifty percent of
my job at Ponderosa. Interpreting data and
communicating the findings to people here
at our corporate headquarters is what my
job is all about.
"I enjoy my work because each day is
different and rewarding. New things are
always happening and that is exciting.
Many times I bring reports home in the
evening to review, and each one is a
challenge. Whether it be a problem to
solve, answers to questions, or projections
for the future, the main thrust at Ponderosa

She explains, "The restaurant business
has something comparable to the TV
Nielsen ratings. By examining the data
from a nationwide survey, conducted by an
outside research firm, we can determine
our share of the market as well as the
positions of other restaurant chains with
whom we compete. The data is complied
by using a sampling of 10,000 families,
determining where they dine, how often,
how much is spent, etc. Marketing
research, including questionnaires, are
also used and examined to enable us to
meet the needs of our restaurant
customers and enhance our position in the
marketplace." In addition to interpreting
data and planning for the future, Barbara
has written presentations for executives.

is to constantly i'mprove our product and
give the customer what he or she wants.
This in my opinion," says Barbara, "is what
makes Ponderosa unique."
If you think Barbara's climb from secretary
to analyst is a Cinderella story, you are
partially correct. "I feel that part of my
success is due to being at the right place at
the right time. But without my college
degree and the experience and
preparation Wright State gave me, I would
not have been in a position to move up the
ladder. Wright State gave me the important
credentials I needed to succeed in my
profession."
Barbara is trim and keeps that way by
working out twice a week at Wright State in
the exercise room in the PE Building. She
enjoys running, camping out, and
conversation with good friends. "I love to
travel and get away for long weekends. My
vacation days are used mainly for minitrips
throughout the year," she explains.
Barbara travels professionally to the
eastern part of the United States primarily
to attend seminars given by the experts on
planning. Recent trips include a visit to
Connecticut and New York to attend
planning seminars. "I love New York,
because there is so much to do there," she
says.
When asked about immediate plans for
marriage, Barbara said, "I'm not interested
in marriage. My career and life in general
are very exciting, and right now I am not
thinking at all about getting married."
Barbara is unique because she is able to
set goals for herself and realize them. Part
of that may be being in the right place at
the right time. But in Barbara's case it is a
combination of having ability, and the
desire to work up to her potential. What is
refreshing is that she has achieved her
goals graciously and is unaffected by her
success. With these traits, the sky is the
limit for Barbara in whatever she chooses
to do in the future.

Barbara Slater determines Ponderosa's share of the market by examining data from a
nationwide survey.

Books~-the

springboard to all learning

by Mindy Chodos Duberstein
Do you judge a book by its cover?
It may not be such a bad idea, according to
Wright State's associate professor of
education, Dr. Mary Lou White. "It's often
the cover, " explains Dr. White, "that can
give the reader an inside story as to what
the book has to offer in the way of good
literature for children. Interesting artwork,
an intriguing title are not the final judges,
but often are a part of the criteria needed to
separate the better from the best."
Children's literature has been of great
interest to Dr. White since her
undergraduate years . Her extensive
research in the field led to her doctoral
degree from Ohio State ljniversity. More
recently, she was honored with a Silver
Gertie Award, presented by the Miami
University Department of Teacher
Education and the Ohio Council of
Teachers of English Language Arts for her
outstanding contribution to children's
literature in Southwest Ohio. With her
knowledge and experience, Dr. White is
presently editing The Booklist of the
National Council of Teachers of English,
an up-to-date recommendation by
teachers, librarians and educators to the
best of books for young readers,
pre-kindergarten through high school.
Over 8,000 books will cross her desk
before The Booklist is published.
"I feel very honored to be a part of this
editing board," admits Dr. White.
"Children's books today are better than
ever, simply fascinating to read-for adults
as well as children. Now there are more
books to share between parent and child.
Books and the ideas within them are
indeed a sharing thing.
"Children's books reflect the times of
today. Pre-marital sex, divorce, women's
liberation, the mainstreaming of the
handicapped-important issues in the
adult world-have found a meaningful
place in children's literature. Good authors
have been moved to write good books and
their sensitivity shines in their writing on
these tender topics."
Many educators believe television is the
root of reading disinterest. Dr. White
disagrees. "Television can often help
induce an interest in reading," she
explains. "There are several high quality
shows which have tie-ins with books. It
may not be award-winning literature, but
these books-usually paperbacks-help
open the door to further reading and that is
what's so important.

Mandy Weinert enjoys a favorite book, Long Ago.

for yourself. Read to your child. Read
together. Books are the springboard to all
learning. It's that simple!"
What types and titles does this noted
authority on children's literature
recommend for your little ones? "Whether
it is a professional reading suggestion or
only buying a 'first book' for a baby shower,
I like to go with my favorites."

"Young children enjoy pictures and fast
action. Names to know are Peter Spier for
excellent picture book illustrations. Lucille
Clifton and Judith Viorst are both
outstanding young women writers for
younger readers. Charlotte's Web by E.B.
White, Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter,
Oops by Mercer Meyer, and Where the
Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak are
just a few favorites.

"Remember that children's literature is not
just for children," concludes Dr. White. "It
is meant to be shared with adults as well.
After all, reading is a sharing, caring, and
giving experience."

"It's the responsibility of the parents to
create a joy of reading. This
encouragement never starts too early.
Read to the baby while rocking him. Tests
have proven that a relaxed atmosphere,
the melodic cadence of the words and a
soft, soothing voice related to such an
experience are later associated with the
pleasures of reading.
"The biggest reading problem a parent has
is simply getting a child to sit down and
read," says Dr. White. She recommends
"keeping reading material available in the
home-newspapers and magazines as
well as books will certainly catch a child's
eye and hold an eager interest. Children
are so eager to learn about the world. We
as parents and educators must teach them
that books are the bridges to new worlds.
We as individuals must always be
interested in books and read for our own
sake. Basically, we must practice what we
preach. You can't sit down in front of the
TV night after night and just hand Junior a
book, assuming he'll read it. Read! Read

"Older children want more than just a
story. They yearn for action and enjoy
reading about people much like
themselves. Fortunately, there are many
wonderful writers who meet their needs.
Novels by Virginia Hamilton, historical
fiction by Jean Fritz or F.N . Monjo,
contemporary novels by Judy Blume and
fantasy fiction by Mollie Hunter are
enjoyable, educational, and entertaining.
Matter-of-fact, choosing just one title from
any of these writers would be an excellent
reading choice.

Professor Mary Lou White says it is the responsibility of the parents to create a joy of
reading.

71-72

Spotlight
alum

AndrewJ. Bush (M.E. Student
Counseling 71) is an assistant professor of
education at Memphis State University. He
was recently a recipient of one of four MSU
Distinguished Teaching Service Awards
for 1979. Presentation of an award plaque
and a check for $500 was made during the
university's spring commencement
ceremonies in Memphis, Tennessee. He
received his doctoral degree from Ohio
State in 1976. A native of Huntington, West
Virginia, he grew up in Ohio and was
employed by the Beavercreek Board of
Education (Xenia, Ohio), Wright State, and
Ohio State before going to MSU in 1976.
In addition to the Distinguished Teaching
Award from Memphis State, Andrew was
honored with the 1979 Researcher of the
Year Award presented by Phi Delta Kappa
education honorary fraternity. He is
married to the former Roberta Luster, a
1971 graduate of Wright State. The couple
has one son, Mark, age seven.

Parnell Page Ladd, Jr. (B.S. Accountancy
71) recently earned an M.8.A. from St.
Louis University.

Cathy Connery Pearson (B.A. English
71) is working for Xerox in Omaha. She's
been doing sales work in the duplicating
end of Xerox's line and has worked into a
sales manager position. Cathy recently
returned from a two-month company
training program in Chicago.

Ruth A. Kun (8.S. Office Administration
72) is stationed with her husband, Peter, at
Lindsey Air Station in Germany. They both
earned distinctive service ribbons as
members of an organization which recently
received the US Air Force Outstanding
Unit Award. Ruth is a captain and serves
as a communications maintenance officer
with the 1st Combat Communications
Squadron. She was commissioned in 1974
through officers training school at Lockland
Air Force Base in Texas.

,

reports she is enjoying her internship at
Riverside Methodist Hospital in Columbus.
She recently received her M.D. degree
from Ohio State.

Janet McDowell (B.S.N. Nursing 79)
Janet McDowell (B.S.N. Nursing 79)
wanted to enter nursing school at the age
of eighteen. It may be nineteen years later,
but she realized her dream this year when
she graduated from Wright State
University's School of Nursing.
"I'm glad it worked out this way," said
Janet. "I was more mature when I finally
started and I knew more of what I wanted
to do." Janet is forty-seven.
She had four children at home when she
started her educational program. She
completed her first nursing instruction at
the Miami Valley Hospital School of
Nursing in 1975. Wright State training
began in September of that year.
"I couldn't have done this without the
support of my husband and family," she
said. She has six children and ten
grandchildren. "Everyone had to make a
lot of sacrifices."
She plans to begin teaching at the Dayton
Practical School of Nursing. Master's
degree work will begin next winter quarter.
Her major interest is oncology--cancer
research. Someday she would like to open
a teaching clinic for health promotion.

Rene Mendoza (M.S. Biological Sciences
72) joined the Upjohn Company in 1973 as
a research assistant. In 1978 Rene joined
International Health Regulatory Affairs as
an administrator with Upjohn. Rene is
responsible for registration of human
pharmaceutical products worldwide and
for maintaining liaison with regulatory
agencies in the Western Hemisphere.

"People want to die at home with loved
ones, rather than in a hospital," she said. "I
like the approach at Wright State, treating
the whole person."

74-76

Deborah Duell Maruna (B.A. Theatre 74)

Willis H. Geyer, Jr. (B.S. Accountancy 74)
has joined the firm of Accountancy
Resources International as regional
partner for the Southeastern United
States. The firm is an executive search
consulting firm which specializes in
executive recruitment of CPAs for public
accounting and financial administrators in
industry. Willis has his office in Atlanta. He
received his CPA certification in 1975.

Richard Thomas Harris (M.A. Education
74) recently received an advanced degree
from Miami University.

Mary Lynn Kiacz (B.S. Sociology 75)

Kiacz

Denise Hagedorn Wood (B.S. Art
Education 75) is employed in Dayco's
International Division. Her husband Steven
recently joined St. Elizabeth's Medical.
Center.

Norman F. Atkinson (M.B.A.
Management 76) has been promoted to
vice-president, Lester B. Knight &
Associates, an international management
consulting, engineering, and architectural
firm in Chicago. Norman serves as director
of administration for the firm's
management consulting group. He joined
the Knight organization in 1977 from Ernst
and Ernst where he served as a
management consultant, specializing in
the areas of human resources
management and applied systems
development. Norman is a member of the
Academy of Management, the Hospital
Financial Management Association, and
the National Alliance of Businessmen. He
and his family live in Glenview, Illinois.
Knight and Associates have offices in San
Francisco, Washington DC, Seattle, and
twenty-one cities in Europe.

Janet is now secretary to the Ohio Nurses
Association District 10, the local branch of
the American Nurses Association.
"Nursing isn't just a job," she said, "it's an
evolving involvement."

has recently directed a medieval-style
street theatre, an original musical, and the
comedy, The Fourposter, for the Lamb's
Players' Theatre in San Diego. Debbie
received an M.A. in Theatre from the
University of Denver in 1975 and was
recently married to David Maruna, an actor
who works for the Lamb's Players.

Leonard William Crouch (B.A.
Geography 75) recently received his
Master of Arts degree at Miami University.

Rex M. Stevens (B.S. Secondary
Educat'on 75) is attending Bowling Green
on a teaching fellowship while working on
his master's degree in chemistry.

Atkinson

Thomas 0. Biegel (M.B.A. Finance and
Banking 76) has joined Dayco Corporation
as director of financial reporting. He is
responsible for the form and accuracy of
financial information accumulated and
disseminated to Dayco and the public.

Spotlight
alum
Thomas was vice-president and controller
of a Dayton firm before joining Dayco. He
is a member of the American Institute of
CPAs, the Ohio Society of CPA's and also
serves as an instructor at the University of
Dayton.

Frank Stilwell (B.A. Political
Science/History 79) graduated with a
perfect 4.0 average in his dual-major. He
has been accepted at three major law
schools including Stetson and the
University of Maryland. While studying at
Wright State he worked as a tutor in both
fields of his major.

Constance Gabbard (B.S. Management
76) has been appointed a buyer in the
Merchandise Division of Top Value
Enterprises Incorporated. Prior to joining
Top Value, Constance was sales manager
for Rike's department stores.

"I've always been interested in politics,"
says Frank, "and law is really a form of
politicizing."
While he has already been accepted at
three law schools, he has hopes that he
will be admitted to his first
choice-Georgetown University in
Washington DC. "I like the Washington
area, so the University of Maryland will be
my second choice."

Allen Harmon (B.S. Marketing 76)
recently married Connie Slamb (B.A.
History 77). Allen now works for Sohigro
Service Company in Sabina, Ohio.

Nancy J. Keller (S.S. Quantitative
Business Analysis 76) has been promoted
to the rank of first lieutenant in the Air
Force. Nancy is a computer systems
development officer at Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base. She was commissioned in
1977 through Officer Training School at
Lackland Air Force Base in Texas.

Stephen Tye (S.S. Management 78) has
been commissioned a second lieutenant in
the Air Force. After graduating from officer
training school at Lockland Air Force Base
in Texas, he is completing training as a
navigator at Mather Air Force Base in
California.

Each one of us at one time or another has
pictured ourselves on an island with palm
trees, a beach, a gentle breeze, and a
sailboat. Add a fresh coconut, fruit, and
perhaps a fresh seafood catch and you've
found your own utopia.

Paulette Martin (B.A. English 76) is
employed as a computer programmer by
the Reynolds and Reynolds Company in
Dayton. Reynolds and Reynolds is a major
supplier of computer systems and
business forms.

Paul Lutz can help make part of that dream
a reality. He conducts business much like
a doctor does with a patient. He helps
prescribe the kind of sailboat you should
have after talking to you and finding out
what your needs and wants are.

77-78-79
Joyce Jutte (A.A.8. Accounting 77) is
working in the accounting department of
Crown Control. She was recently married
to Ken Bruggeman and is a WOBC
graduate.

Neil Reif (B.S. Education 77) is manager
of Rike's Upper Valley Mall in Springfield.

Robert Sudhoff (B.S. Accountancy 77) is
an accountant at Minster Machine. He
recently married Roseann Wellman.

James J. Gasbarro (M.B.A. Management
78) has been promoted to captain in the Air
Force. James is serving as a cost analysis
officer at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.

Jeff Keener (B.S. Marketing 78) is the
sports information director at Ohio
Northern and recently got married. He is
living in Ada, Ohio, and reports that his first
year as sports information director has
been a very satisfying one.

Paul Lutz (B.A. Economics 71) owns and
operates Sail Ho Incorporated, 4953
Springfield Pike in Dayton. He has been
involved in the business for nearly a year.

Tye

Gretchen Klopf (8.A. Communication
Disorders 79) placed second in a national
Literary Award Contest sponsored by the
Division for Children with Communication
Disorders of the Council for Exceptional
Children.
Her paper concerned "cluttering," a
speech disorder that can affect young
children as well as people of all ages.
Word order is jumbled, and the speaker
may have difficulty in recalling words just
spoken. Barbara Dreher, associate
professor of communication at Wright
State, served as an adviser on the paper.
The manuscript will appear in an issue of
Journal of Childhood Communication
Disorders and possibly in a national

Carlon D. Snyder (M.B.A. Management
78) has been promoted to manager,
engineering administration for Hobart
Corporation. Carlon is a graduate of Troy
High School, and received his bachelor of
science degree in mechanical engineering
from Ohio University in 1974. He joined
Hobart in 1974 and has worked with
KitchenAid Development Engineering as
well as with the company's US export
department. Carlon, his wife, and their two
children live in Troy.

"Many people have the idea they should
start with the smallest sailboat and work up
to something large. That is not necessarily
true. You can learn much more about
sailing by actually sailing a larger rig. I
carry a complete line of new and used
sailboats, and I am Dayton's largest and
most complete sailing shop. We have
parts, including rigging, and service for all
sailboats. People come from miles around
Dayton to have us service their boats, or to
purchase parts," says Paul
enthusiastically.
On September 9 you will have an
opportunity to do some sailing at Eastwood
Lake. Paul is conducting his second sailing
clinic for Wright State alumni. Sailing
instructors will give lectures in the morning
and a question-and-answer period will
follow. Literature, including a sailing guide,
will be given out.
"The clinic will expose people to different
kinds of sailboats, including a cruising
sailboat. You will have an opportunity to
sail some boats, and some of my
customers will be bringing their own rigs,"
explains Paul. For more information about
the sailing clinic at Eastwood Lake, contact
the Alumni Affairs Office, 873-2620. A $5
fee will be charged for the clinic.

· journal sponsored by the American
Speech, Language, and Hearing
Association. Gretchen is now attending
· Miami University doing graduate work. She
eventually hopes to be a speech therapist.

Klopf

Blind since the age of seven, Frank feels
that his lack of sight has not handicapped
him too much in his Wright State career.
He is a member of Phi Kappa Tau, a social
fraternity, Pi Sigma Alpha, a political
science organization, and Phi Eta Tau, an
honorary fraternity.
"The services at Wright State are quite
good," states Frank, noting the Tape
Library and proctor availability. "And if I did
find myself in an unknown area, or just
confused, the people were always very
helpful."
Frank is a Kettering resident, and a
graduate of Fairmont East High School. He
has not decided what type of law he wants
to practice when he leaves school. At most
law schools, the first year is a general
program which does not limit the student's
choices.
"Law seems to be a good way to get
involved iA the type of things I'm interested
in."

Making the difference
The staffs of the Offices of University
Development and Alumni Affairs met
recently (July 23-24) at WOBC to plan the
year's activities.
Participating were Ed Pollock, Director of
University Development and Executive
Director of the WSU Foundation ; Joyce
Young, Associate Director of University
Development; Millie Waddell , Assistant
Director of University Development; Pat
Moran, Director of Alumni Affairs ; Susan
Semler, Secretary to the Director of
University Development; Scott Hoskins,
Development Assistant; and John
Hansford, University Editor, who works
closely with both departments in the
development of promotional and
fund-raising literature.

Pollock

Young

Waddell

Moran

Although the group planned all activities to
be carried out during the coming year, the
primary focus was setting goals for the
development program and specific
objectives to help achieve those goals. Of
major concern was this year's Annual
Fund planning.
The Annual Fund is a yearly solicitation of
funds for the WSU Foundation to be used
for the support of the university in a variety
of areas, including academic scholars ips,
library expansion, funding of faculty
research and teaching activities, provision
of services to various publics, etc. The
Foundation appeals to several groups to
support the Annual Fund, including WSU
alumni, local businesses, corporations,
members of the professions, and
philanthropic foundations; individual
members of the community; and WSU
faculty and staff.
The theme selected for this year's Annual
Fund is "Making the Difference"-because
the university is making the difference in
the Dayton-Miami Valley community
through its programs and graduates;
because the community is making the

WOBC
difference at Wright State by its
participation in the Annual Fund and
support of the kinds of activities and
programs that provide the margin of
excellence for WSU-because any gift, no
matter how large or small, can make a
difference in WSU's future.

Why does the university need and ask for
assistance? The answer is simple: to
provide excellence in educational
opportunity for every student. Financial
assistance from the State of Ohio and
income from student fees provide less
than eighty percent of the actual amount
needed for university operations. Without
For alumni in particular, the annual fund
additional income provided by
drive will include four direct mail appeals,
three phone-a-thons, and other activities to contributions to the annual fund, many
valuable services and programs-the
remind them of just how important their
margin of excellence for Wright
support is to the Foundation and their
State-would have to be discontinued. It is
university.

important that the university gain the
support of every faction.
Alumni giving is the basis for all other
support; a good alumni contribution record
fosters major support from corporations,
foundations, individuals, and faculty and
staff. Look for the first Annual Fund mailing
in a few days after receiving this issue of
The Wrightstater. A commitment, however
large or small, will benefit the contributor,
the university, and the community by
perpetuating excellence in the learning
experience at Wright State.

Teams face tough schedules this fall
by Dave Stahl
Soccer
Soccer coach Jim Droulias is not waiting to
give his kickers a stern test with the squad
facing a 21-match schedule in its second
season. The booters get things under way
at home on Saturday, September 15,
against Walsh at 3 pm in the first of 11
home matches.
When practice got underway on
August 13, Droulias was cautiously
optimistic about his second season at
Wright State. With the loss of his entire
defense and one goalie from last year's
7-5-1 team, he had reason to be
concerned. One other concern was Tom
Morin, who was attending summer school
in hopes of being eligible in the fall. Morin
was the second leading scorer last year
with 11 goals.
The showing of two freshmen has relieved
Droulias. John Piatka and Greg Marquis

Wynkoop welcomed seven returning letter
winners, three other returning players, and
a pair of promising newcomers when
practice started in August. A dozen
walk-ons were vying for a spot on the 79
" I am encouraged by the play of Piatka and
squad. The experience makes the season
Marquis at this point," said Droulias after
look bright, but Wynkoop waves a hand of
one week of practice. " I was very
hesitance when she discusses the 79
concerned about our defense with the loss
schedule.
of all three fullbacks from last year, but
"This probably is the toughest schedule
these two players look like naturals on the
we've ever played at Wright State ,"
field. Once again, our key will be at
midfield , which is one of the reasons I put
projected Wynkoop. "We're entered in four
Batres there.
invitational tournaments. We never have
been in that many regular-season
"We face a tremendous schedule for such
tourneys, but I like the challenge. Actually,
a young team , but you learn from
I would rather play in more tourneys and
experience. One can only improve if one
do
away with some of the dual matches. It
plays the best teams. Our season will
takes a stronger team to play that kind of
probably be highlighted by a Friday night
volleyball."
match with the University of Dayton at

Division II State Tournament which will be
held at the University of Dayton. We
definitely will qualify for the state tourney,
so our goal is to enter that event with a
decent record , play well and finish either
first or second to earn the regional berth.
Other schools in our division are Akron,
Youngstown State, Mt. St. Joseph,
Dayton, Xavier, and Central State.

Baujan Field where we expect to draw
nearly 5,000 fans. We had a tremendous
game with UD last year and the rivalry
should grow in fan interest, but with good
sportsmanship from both teams."

All of that has changed with the loss of four
of his top five runners. Seniors-to~be Gary
Loe and Dave Myers both transferred and
sophomore Dave Cash is not expected out
for the team. That leaves only Terry Roeth,
who placed 45th at the NCAA last year, as
the only runner returning among last year's
top six. Others back include Mike Baumer,
Harvey Woodard, Jeff Shaw, and Tony
Cooper.

have shown potential at fullback of giving
the Raiders some outstanding play. If
Morin is eligible, Droulias will position him
at right fullback to strengthen the back line.

Volleyball
The 1979 volleyball season brings anxiety
and high hopes for coach Peggy Wynkoop.
The Raiders will have a blend of
experience and youth when the season
opens September 15 at Northern Kentucky .

.

\

.,

The Raiders are entered in the Bearcat
Invitational at the University of Cincinnati,
the Eastern Illinois Invitational, Can-Am
Invitational in Windsor, Ontario, and the
first Wright State Invitational scheduled for
October 19-20.
When the goals for the 1979 season are
discussed, Wynkoop says, "We're
shooting for a Division II Regional
Tournament bid. To get to the regional, we
must either win or be runnerup at the

Cross Country
Don't blame cross country coach Bob
Schul for thinking about what might have
been this season . Last year's Raider
squad finished thirteenth in the NCAA
Division II Championships with only one
senior on the team. Schul was looking
forward to a championship contender this
fall.

Wright State Artist Series announced

For tickets, call 873-2900.

Lisa Hurlong

Bela Szilagyi
Wednesday, September 25, 8 p.m.
Mozart's Ten Variations on a Theme by
Gluck, Chopin's Sonata No. 2 in B-Flat
Minor, and Moussorgsky's Pictures at an
Exhibition are performed by the
extraordinary pianist Bela Szilagyi. Wine
and cheese reception to follow. In the
Concert Hall.

St. Olaf Choir

Beverly Sills

Saturday, February 2, 8 p.m.
The premier college choir in the United
States, their voices rival the angels'. The
fine acoustics of the Victory Theatre will
make this concert a breathtaking
experience for all. (The St. Olaf Christmas
Festival is broadcast nationwide on PBS.)

Thursday, April 24 and Friday, April 25,
Sp.m.
This accomplished classical guitarist
studied in Spain with Andres Segovia and
at New York's Juilliard School. Lisa
Hurlong will perform solo on Thursday and
will be joined by flutist Sydney Goldsmith
for Friday's duo recital. Wine and cheese
receptions will follow. In the Concert Hall.

Bruce Schwartz
Puppets
Friday, October 12, 8 p.m.
The Washington Post allows that
Windom's Thurber "ranks with Holbrook's
Mark Twain and Whitmore's Will Rogers."
Eschewing hyperbole, Windom simply
quotes James Thurber, a native Ohioan, to
describe the show as "not
unmeaningless." A rollicking good time is
guaranteed as Bill Windom recreates his
Emmy-winning role in Wright State's main
gym. Pre-show dinner reservations
available at 873-2900.

Alumni Association members eligible for free tickets

Thursday, February 21 and Friday;
February 22, 8 p.m.
This is not a "children's show," although
children will love it. All words, music and
puppets are creations of 23-year-old
Wunderkind Bruce Schwartz. Featured in
his nine vignettes are the delicate "Pierrot
and the Butterfly," the slightly bawdy "Rat
of Huge Proportions," and the poignant
"Sarah's Last Words." Food and drink
available. In the Center Cafeteria.

If you are an Alumni Association member
you are entitled to two free tickets to the
"Windom Plays Thurber" performance to
be held Friday, October 12, at 8 pm in the
Wright State main gym.
The only criterion is to present your Alumni
Association membership card and this
short article at the Artist Series Box Office
at 020 University Center.

Alvin Ailey

If you place your order by mail, enclose
your Alumni Association membership card
number and this paragraph.
Friday, October 26, 8 p.m.
This evening of sublime entertainment at
the Victory Theatre features pianist Flavia
Varani, the Cerone-Podis Violin-Piano Duo
and the James Tatum Jazz Trio. Lyric
tenor John McColl um sings and serves as
master-of-ceremonies. A reception in the
upper lobby will follow, hosted by the
agency which represents these artists, the
Great Lakes Performing Artist Associates
of Ann Arbor.

Discount prices to performances are
available to WSU students, alumni, faculty,

and staff, and to persons currently
employed at Wright State or currently
enrolled or pre-registered for classes;
alumni should specify year of graduation;
two tickets may be purchased on a
single ID.
For more information call 873-2900.
Mail to: Wright State University
Artist Series Box Office
020 University Center
Dayton, Ohio 45435
Mail orders should be accompanied by a
stamped self-addressed envelope.

I Concert and Recital Schedule
Saturday, March 8, 8:30 p.m. and
Sunday, March 9, 3:30 p.m.
This ensemble is the outstanding second
company of the Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theatre. The young dancers are at
home in jazz, ballet and modern dance,
and the audience at the Victory will be
treated to examples of each.

September 26, Artist Series, Bela
Szilagyi, piano, 8 pm, Concert Hall
September 30, Faculty Recital, Anthony
Pasquale, clarinet, 3 pm? Concert Hall
October 10, Student Recital, 4:10 pm,
Concert Hall
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - October 14, Graduate Recital, Nancy
I Brown, piano, 3 pm, Concert Hall
October 17,.Student Recital, 4:10 pm,
Concert Hall
October 19, Junior Recital, Donna
Clements, piano, 7 pm, Recital Hall
October 20, Chamber Music Series I,
8 pm, Concert Hall
October 21, Senior Recital, Rick Bond,
clarinet, 3 pm, Recital Hall
Wednesday, November 14 and
October 24, Student Recital , 4: 1O pm,
Thursday, November 15, 8 p.m.
Concert Hall
Trombonist Wilson's work with Woody
October 28, Faculty Recital, Sarah
Herman and the Thundering Herd and with
Johnson, Barbara Foster, Charles
his own Phil Wilson Five established him .
Larkowski, 3 pm, Recital Hall
as a great jazz performer. For two nights
. Thursday, April 17, 8 p.m.
October 28, Theatre Student Voice .
he will join Peter Knudsvig and the Wright
Sixty-two-year-old choreographer Hawkins Recital, 8 pm, Recital Hall
State Jazz Ensemble "to transform the
joins his young company for this
October 30, Symposium on the Arts in
Center Cafeteria into a hopped-up jazz
performance at the Victory Theatre. Sets
Seventeenth Century England, 3:30 pm,
night spot. Food and drink available both
are by Frankenthaller, Motherwell and
Concert Hall
nights. Wilson's original compositions will
Boxer, original scores are by noted
October 30, Symposium on the Arts _in_
be featured.
modem composers, and the spectacular
Seventeenth Century England, 8 pm;
··
· ·
dances are created by Erick Hawkins. It's a Concert Hall
total arts experience and pure, joyful,
October 31, Student Recital_; 4:10 pni, ·
beautiful dance.
·
Concert Hall
II

Erick Hawkins Dance

Company

Phil Wilson's Jazz

Thursday, May 8, 8 p.m.
Beverly Sills, soprano extraordinaire, joins
Charles Wendelkin-Wilson and the Dayton
Philharmonic at Memorial Hall for an
all-Victor-Herbert concert. This
performance 1s part of Ms. Sills farewell
tour. Next year she will take over
administrative leadership of the New York
City Opera and will retire as a vocalist,
making this a very special event indeed.

November 7, Student Recital, 4:1 O pm,
Concert Hall
November 7, Student Recital, 8 pm,
Concert Hall
November 11, University Bands and
Brass Choir, 2:45 pm, Concert Hall
November 14, Men's Glee Club Concert,
4:10 pm, Concert Hall
November 14, Jazz Ensemble, 8 pm,
University Center
November 15, Jazz Ensemble, 8 pm,
University Center
November 17, Chamber Music Series II,
8 pm, Recital Hall
November 18, University Chamber
Singe.rs and Chorus Concert, 3 pm,
Concert Hall
November 19, University/Community
Orchestra Concert, 8 pm, Concert Hall
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Honors student now professor at Harvard
Editor's note: Dick Fraher, professor of
history at Harvard, graduated from Wright
State in 1971. He returned to Wright State
as a guest lecturer several months ago.
Here are some of his reflections on his
academic career, educational philosophy,
and Wright State.
I first enrolled at Wright State University in
the spring of 1968 as a transfer from Duns
Scotus College. My reasons for choosing
Wright State were typical, I think-my
family lived in Dayton, and Wright State
provided the possibility for me to live at
home and work my way through college.
During my undergraduate years I worked
nights as a computer operator, first for the
McCall's Information Service Company
and later for the MacDonald Company. In
retrospect, my undergraduate years
appear to have been almost impossibly
busy, but I found time for university theatre
and for membership in a social fraternity,
Sigma Tau Epsilon. Ultimately, despite my
extracurricular undertakings, I managed to
graduate with honors in June 1971.
Enrolling in graduate school did not seem
as risky in 1971 as it does in 1979, and it
did not seem like a bad idea to explore the
1 possibility of following an academic career.
1
The encouragement and support of some
of my professors were decisive. I
especially recall Professors Swann,
Arbagi, and Wachtel! having helped to
dispel my doubts about my ability. Looking
back, I find it curious to realize how much
significance became attached to simple
phrases: "I think you can do it," or "I think
you'll like it."
I began my graduate program in the fall of
1971 at the University of WisconsinMilwaukee, where I finished the course
work for a master's degree in history in
August, 1973. The next month, I began the
Ph.D. program at Cornell University, under

the direction of Brian Tierney. The doctoral
program required a measure of
specialization which I had never
envisioned; my Ph.D. thesis was entitled
Summa lnduent Sancti: A Critical Edition
of a Twelfth-Century Canonical Treatise. It
will surprise no one if I admit that there's a
measure of tedium involved in turning out
an eight-hundred page study of a particular
piece of medieval canon law. But I would
not want to convey a wrong impression of
academic drudgery; my research took me
to the University of Cambridge, to The
Hague, to Luxembourg, and to the north of
France, and memories of musty archives
are intertwined with recollections of tea
and scones, bursts of bright colors amid
the college gardens along the River Cam,
and the beautiful expanses of dunes,
beach, and waves on the coast of Holland.
The only sense in which the academic life
is underpaid is the monetary return.
A university education, at Wright State or
anyplace else, ought to provide a student
with broadened and enlightened views
upon the world and what's happening in it.
Beyond the obvious and traditional aims of
education-Le., providing the student with
analytical and communications skills, and
bringing a broad range of substantive
materials to the student's presumably
sharpened attention-the years at Wright
State helped to establish a consciousness
that there are a multitude of careers and
lifestyles available to the individual who is
willing to seize the challenge of pursuing
excellence. The university held out
examples of achievement to which I had
never given any thought. Having stumbled
upon models of conspicuous achievement,
I found that I had been taught, almost
despite myself, not to settle for mediocrity.
Wright State pointed beyond itself, as a
college ought to do for its students.

Volunteer clown makes people happy
by Rick Bloomingdale
Be a clown/ be a clown/ all. the world loves
a clown ... "
While other clowns are busy touring the
world, bringing smiles to millions of roaring
faces under the canvas dome of the
big-top tent, Sharron Pohl, Wright State
accounting clerk, is quietly visiting area
hospitals and nursing homes, trying to put
a little joy into the hearts of patients and
residents.
Sharron does not have a household name
or a huge bank account to testify to her
success. The only payment she gets for
performing is the smiles and thank you's
offered by her audience.
Sharron is a member of Bernie's Clowns.
Bernie's Clowns is a non-profit
organization dedicated to the
entertainment of hospitalized children and
shut-in adults. The organization was
started 25 years ago by Bernard (Bernie)
Miller, a Beavercreek resident. In the
beginning it was a one man show, but in
recent years the act has expanded to
envelope all volunteers who wish to help
out, volunteers like Sharron.
Sharron did not have a Tom Sawyer type
dream of running away from home to join

the circus as a youngster. In fact, she
admits to being a bit scared of clowns in
her early years. Her birth into the clown
world was based more upon a whim than a
dream or inspiration.

people are so lonely they almost make me
cry. They're always reaching out to you, to
anyone. They appreciate any attention that
you give them. So much more needs to be
done for them."

"I originally wanted to work as a volunteer
for either the Childrens' Medical Center or
Stillwater Health Center, but my schedule
was too heavy to allow it. Then two years
ago I read in the newspaper that Bernie's
Clowns were holding clown classes. Well,
1
I'm a fanatic for taking classes, so I
enrolled. I quickly fell in love with Bernie's
Clowns and what they were doing. That
Thanksgiving I performed with them in a
parade and I've been a clown ever since,"
says Sharron.

Sharron invites graduates who are
interested in being a clown to call Bernie's
Clowns for information.

The group's founder, Bernard Miller, is
I impressed with Sharron. He says,

"Sharron is a natural clown. She has a big
heart and that is the most important
ingredient that goes into the making of a
clown. She loves people and loves to
make them laugh. She is one of the most
active members in the group. She has
been a big help to everyone."
Sharron's favorite clown is Red Skelton's
hobo figure, "Freddie the Freeloader." "I
love Freddie the Freeloader," says
Sharron, "because he not only makes you

Sharron is pursuing her education at night
at Wright State. Her work, her classes,
and her clowning keep her busy and
happy.

laugh, but he also manages to reach inside
of you and touch your heart. Me, I'm just a
silly old clown."
In addition to being a "silly old clown,"
Sharron is also the Youth Group Adviser
for Bernie's Clowns. She says she likes
working with the kids and is extremely
proud of her group.
Being a clown is not all laughs. Sharron
says it can also be frustrating and sad. "No
matter how much time I spend visiting
nursing homes and hospitals I always
come home feeling like I haven't
accomplished all I could. The elderly

